
MEETING #10 March 4                          

At a Joint Meeting of the Madison County Board of Supervisors on  

March 4, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the Madison County Administrative Center Auditorium:  

                                    PRESENT:      Eddie Dean, Chairman, Eddie Dean 

James L. Arrington, Vice-Chairman  

                                                            William L. Crigler, Member 

                                                            Clark Powers, Member  

                                                            V. R. Shackelford, III, County Attorney 

                                                            Lisa Robertson, County Administrator  

 

                                    ABSENT:        Bob Miller, Member 

    

                                                                                                

                        Chairman, Eddie Dean called the meeting to order and stated that a 

quorum was present. 

Chairman, Eddie Dean then opened the Public Hearing to discuss the  

following: 

                        Case Number S-01-09-02, which is a request by Marvin or Sue F. Tucker 

for a plat of a subdivision of land to create four (4) lots, no residue on Route 230 near 

Madison Mills (Orange Road), zones A-1.  The final plat has been approved by the 

Virginia Department of Transportation and the Madison Health Department.   

                        Randy Grymes, Surveyor, was present on behalf of the applicant and 

stated the applicants are also present to answer any questions pertaining to tonight’s 

request; he also stated the applicant was willing to sell the entire piece and had been 

trying to accomplish this. 

Bill Sanford of the Madison County Planning Commission voiced  

concerns about the existing gravel driveway (to be abandoned) on Lot l on plat dated July 

2, 2008 prepared by Herndon and Grymes.  The issue is that that entrance is not 600 feet 

from the entrance at the Livestock market. 

 Randy Grymes stated that he wasn’t exactly sure if any conditions were  

indicated, but knows the driveway has been approved by the Highway Department but 

has no details regarding this issue; he also stated that he submitted the plats showing the 

existing driveway; a call was later received from Betty Grayson, Zoning Administrator, 

indicating that she would not accept the subdivision plat until the words “to be 



 2 

abandoned” had been added to the plat where that driveway is located next to the 

livestock market.   

Jeff Early, Attorney, was also present to speak on behalf of the applicant  

and stated the intention was not to abandon the roadway since much expense had been 

utilized in order to create the entrance; also, he stated all were aware of the County’s 

entrance requirement of 600 feet between entrances and this has been explained to the 

applicant.  

                        Billy Hill was present and explained there are some other entrances on the 

roadway in question that leads into the stockyard; he conversed with the Virginia 

Department of Transportation and requested the roadway be opened some in order to 

accommodate large farm machinery to enter.  It was suggested the entrance be relocated 

to Route 230; the applicant wasn’t concerned with where the entrance was located but 

only wanted to be able to get his large vehicles to the other side of the farm.  In closing, 

he stated that although a lot of expense was put into doing the entrance on Rt. 230, the 

Virginia Department of Transportation suggested the entrance be moved a little further 

down Route 230. The entrance being discussed was installed about four (4) years ago.   In 

closing, he stated in order to get the request before the Madison County Planning 

Commission, the Surveyor was required to indicate the existing entrance on the plat; he 

also feels if this issue cannot be resolved, the case will be pushed back to the original 

scenario which isn’t a very logical solution.  Additionally, Mr. Hill stated it was noted by 

representatives of the Virginia Department of Transportation that their approval 

supersedes County concerns when there is a safety issue involved and Mrs. Grayson 

would be contacted (which apparently did not take place).  Lastly, there was no 

correspondence received from representatives of Madison County to notify of any 

violation; therefore, it is believed the conflict regarding the entrance is between Madison 

County and the Virginia Department of Transportation, and not the applicant.  Mrs. 

Grayson reminded Mr. Hill that she called him in 2006 when he filed the plat and 

informed him that she could not accept his plats with this entrance shown unless he was 

willing to abandon the entrance.  Mrs. Grayson stated Mr. Hill came and picked his plats 

up after she called him. 



 3 

                        V. R. Shackelford, III, County Attorney, commented on concerns raised 

during the Madison County Planning Commission Workshop session and suggested 

tonight’s request be approved with the condition that the entrance be abandoned and 

inspected by the Zoning Administrator (Betty Grayson) before the final plat is signed by 

the Zoning  Administrator. 

                        Randy Grymes questioned whether there would be any exceptions, other 

than for safety reasons) to go beyond what is denoted in Madison County’s Ordinance; 

however, if the situation creates more problems that it’s correct, is there any wording in 

the Ordinance that will allow the County to approve the request by using what the 

applicant already has in place and whether there was additional mention referring to 

traffic safety.  The Madison County Zoning Ordinance is very specific that the entrance 

requirements may be decreased to a point of nearest relief by special use permit only if it 

is found that exceptional topographical conditions such as rock formations or floodplain 

areas justify such decrease. 

                        After discussion, on motion of James L. Arrington, seconded by Clark  

Powers, the subdivision request is approved as recommended by the Madison County 

Planning Commission, with the condition that the existing gravel entrance (to be 

abandoned) as shown on Lot 1 on plat dated July 2, 2008 prepared by Herndon and 

Grymes be abandoned and inspected by Betty Grayson, Zoning Administrator prior to the 

final plat being signed, with the following vote recorded:   

                                                            Eddie Dean                  Aye 

                                                            James L. Arrington       Aye 

                                                            William L. Crigler         Aye 

                                                            Bob Miller                    Absent 

                                                            Clark Powers               Aye  

                        Case Number S-03-09-03, which is a request by Seeley Piercy Family 

LLC for a plat of a subdivision of land to create one (1) lot with residue on Rout 621 near 

Rochelle (Jacks Shop Road), zoned A-1.   The final plat has been approved by the 

Virginia Department of Transportation and the Madison Health Department.  

                        Michael Piercy was present to answer any questions pertaining to tonight’s 

request. 
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                        After discussion, on motion of William L. Crigler, seconded by James L. 

Arrington, the subdivision request is approved as recommended by the Madison County 

Planning Commission, with the following vote recorded:   

                                                            Eddie Dean                  Aye 

                                                            James L. Arrington       Aye 

                                                            William L. Crigler         Aye 

                                                            Bob Miller                    Absent 

                                                            Clark Powers               Aye 

 Case Number S-03-09-04, which is a request by Althea B. Wellman for a  

subdivision plat for a boundary adjustment between Tax Map 64-8C and 65-9 (both 

parcels owned by Althea B. Wellman) and to enlarge and extend the existing thirty foot 

(30’) right-of-way off the end of Route 679.  This property is located off Route 679 near 

Radiant (Deer Crossing Lane), zoned A-1.  The final plat has been approved by the 

Virginia Department of Transportation. 

                        Althea Wellman was present to answer any questions pertaining to 

tonight’s request; she advised that she is the owner of both pieces of property being 

discussed and would like an extension to reposition the proposed barn to be constructed 

on the property.     

                        After discussion, on motion of James L. Arrington, seconded by William 

L. Crigler, the subdivision plat is approved as recommended by the Madison County 

Planning Commission, with the following vote recorded:   

                                                            Eddie Dean                  Aye 

                                                            James L. Arrington       Aye 

                                                            William L. Crigler         Aye 

                                                            Bob Miller                    Absent 

                                                            Clark Powers               Aye  

Case Number S-03-09-05, which is a request by Alan W. or Sharon  

Merryman for a plat of a subdivision of land to create one (1) lot with residue on Route 

731 (Roebuck Drive) near Elly, zoned A-1.  The final plat has been approved by the 

Virginia Department of Transportation and the Health Department. 

                        Sharon Merryman was present to answer any questions pertaining to 

tonight’s request.   
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                        After discussion, on motion of William L. Crigler, seconded by Clark 

Powers, the subdivision request is approved as recommended by the Madison County 

Planning Commission, with the following vote recorded:   

                                                            Eddie Dean                  Aye 

                                                            James L. Arrington       Aye 

                                                            William L. Crigler         Aye 

                                                            Bob Miller                    Absent 

                                                            Clark Powers               Aye  

                        Chairman, Eddie Dean stated this concludes discussion of tonight’s Joint 

Meeting; however, the Madison County Board of Supervisors does have a few other 

items of business to discuss. 

                        Lisa Robertson, County Administrator, advised that representatives from  

the Virginia Department of Transportation will be present tonight to provide an update on 

changes that will be implemented at the Culpeper residency and how this will affect 

Madison County.  

                        Lisa Robertson, County Administrator, also advised that a local resident 

would like to address the Madison County Board of Supervisors regarding blighted 

property and whether there are guidelines in County Ordinances to deal with this issue. 

Joyce Davis, resident of Buggy Lane in Madison County, was present and  

stated there are issues regarding the maintenance of properties located in the area (an 

abandoned house) – she took photographs of the maintained properties and the non-

maintained properties for the Madison County Board of Supervisors to view.  She also 

questioned that an Ordinance wasn’t in place to require that citizens maintain their 

property; if this is so, she asked the Madison County Board of Supervisors   to consider 

the incorporation of such an Ordinance so citizens don’t have to live around such poorly 

kept property (all in the neighborhood must pass by this abandoned property). 

Chairman, Eddie Dean advised the Board fully understands the concerns  

of the citizens and will refer this issue onto the Madison County Planning Commission 

for recommendations as how best to resolve this issue. 

                        Ms. Davis asked if she should follow up on the progress of her request or 

will someone be getting back in touch with her, to which Chairman, Eddie Dean 

suggested she contact Betty Grayson, Zoning Administrator, to follow up with this issue. 
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                        In closing, Ms. Davis stated the abandoned property is such an eyesore 

and some neighbors on Buggy Lane have very well maintained property; she doesn’t feel 

this is fair to the other neighbors to have to reside within close proximity of such poorly 

kept property. 

                        Chairman, Eddie Dean asked Donald Gore to provide an overview of 

conditions regarding the Virginia Department of Transportation. 

                        Donald Gore, Resident Engineer for the Virginia Department of 

Transportation, was present and provided the following updates:  

a) Closure of Culpeper residency; 

b) Decrease in levels of service for road maintenance and snow removal; 

The aforementioned changes may cause localities to look to other facilities  

to provide services that were previously handled by the Culpeper Residency Office – 

localities might have to look to Warrenton for services; it has also been suggested that 

Madison County and Charlottesville offices be combined and that Orange County and 

Louisa County be joined as one, despite reports that Louisa County will be closing 

(efforts are being made to deter this).   

In closing, Donald Gore stated that a Public Hearing has been scheduled 

 on Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at the Daniel Technology Center located in 

Culpeper, Virginia (Germanna Community College) and he encouraged  the Madison 

County Board of Supervisors, Madison County Planning Commission and citizens to 

attend and express their desire to see the Culpeper Residency Office remain open for 

service.  

                        Donald Gore also spoke of the drastic reductions in the level of service 

that will be proposed to include: 

a) Mowing on Route 29 (medians and against the fence moving once every [4] 

yrs.); 

b) Decrease in road surface repairs (i.e. potholes); 

c) Snow removal (chart attached that denotes how much removal will take place 

based on traffic count for the roadway); 

*(He suggested that local Emergency Services Personnel [i.e. rescue squads, fire 

department] attend the Public Hearing) 
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                  Donald Gore stated the proposed decreases will greatly affect the level of  

service for secondary and primary roads alike; therefore, if this level of service is adopted 

by the Transportation Board, it will not be changed.  Furthermore, the Virginia 

Department of Transportation hasn’t done an exceptional job of maintaining the roads, 

but has tried to do its very best with the amount of funding that has been made available.   

                  William L. Crigler asked who will be present at the upcoming Public  

Hearing (i.e. VDOT representatives, legislators), to which Donald Gore stated that he 

believes the Commissioner of Transportation will be present, John J. “Butch” Davies, and 

others from the district office.  

                  Chairman, Eddie Dean thanked Donald Gore for the update, although that  

is not good news for Madison County; however, the Board will probably have some 

questions at the March Regular Meeting and discuss the stance that Madison County 

would like to take. 

                        Donald Gore stated the Culpeper County Board of Supervisors approved a 

Resolution of Ordinance (i.e. Governor, Commission, Secretary, Senator, and Delegate) 

in an effort to offer support.   

With no further action being required by the Board, on motion of William  

L. Crigler, seconded by James L. Arrington, Chairman, Eddie Dean adjourned the 

meeting, with the following vote recorded:   

                                                            Eddie Dean                 Aye 

                                                            James L. Arrington     Aye 

                                                            William L. Crigler      Aye 

                                                            Bob Miller                  Absent 

                                                            Clark Powers              Aye 

 

 

Date:  March 6, 2009 

 

 

 


